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large number of flowers, but they will
not set fruit.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS : It may be a
good plan to grow the plants in pots
until they have three or four true
leaves. In this way the plants can be
protected against the cucumber bee-
tles and squash bugs before they are
set in the garden. The plants should
be spaced as for squash (which see).

Chito Melon

See Melons

Chives

DESCRIPTION: Chives (Allium scho-
enoprasum}) a perennial of the North
Temperate Zone, with miniature
onion-like leaves and tiny bulbs, is

used for the mild onion-flavor of its
leaves in such cooked dishes as ome-
lettes and stews. It produces purple
flowers in mass, rather attractive for
borders.

TYPES AND VARIETIES: No definite
varieties are known,

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
It is definitely a cool-weather plant
and is hardy in severe winters. It re-
quires a good loam soil, or a sandy
loam soil that is well supplied with
organic matter and plant nutrients.

The soil should be well drained and
well supplied with lime. Moisture is
quite important.

CULTURAL REQUIREMENTS : The
plants do not produce seed readily,
and therefore it is necessary to propa-
gate the plants by divisions from the
old plants. The plants are divided
into pieces containing two or three
bulbs, which are set in rows 2 feet
apart and 6 to 8 inches apart in the
rows. In a good season, each plant
will make a clump, 8 to 10 inches
across. During the fall, the plants can
be lifted and put in 8- or 10-inch pots
which can be kept in the kitchen
where they will grow for several
months and can be used fresh in
cooking.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: There are
no diseases of importance. Thrips
may cause some trouble in dry
weather by spoiling the leaves. They
can be controlled by sprinkling flaky
naphthalene around the plants. Keep-
ing the plants watered will discourage
the thrips.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS : A few-
clumps of chives probably will supply
the family needs. However, the plants
should be divided at least every three
years, as the younger plants are
cleaner and much better for cutting.
They can be used for border plants
in flower beds and need not be
planted in the vegetable garden.

Christophine

See Chayote

Chuchu

See Chayote

Chufa

DESCRIPTION': Chufa (Cyperus es-
cidentus) is a southern perennial